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Hi Folks,

LAUREL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Well Gang! It's Muffy mouse here again. Hope everyone is well. | had some sad news about a

member of my family. They passed away suddenly. It reminds me that none of us should
take our lives for granted. In light of the present climate around us we need to remember
that we are called to do good for EVERYONE! If you have a barrier with a family member or
friend make up today. Call, text or visit and make things right. Do not wait as you never
know how long you have. Thanksgiving seems like a good time to make amends. Plus think of all the great
food that comes with the holidays. Yum!!

Hallelujah! My church community is really seeking to live out the lessons from Jesus! We
are a caring community!

That’s all for now, folks. See you later.

Muffy

Joke for today - Money’s getting tight for everyone. Last week a robber handed a bank teller a note that
read “This is a stickup!” She handed him one back that said, “This is an I0U.”

You might be a United Methodist if you realize that “potluck” doesn’t refer to a random method of toilet
training.

As of September 30, 2025, we have $23,827.57 of disposable

income available. Based on the year-to-date budget, however, we have received
$81186.64 in offering (amazing) and $83148.27 paid out in expenses. This means that we
have used $1961.83 of our reserve in the bank account for the first 9 months of the year.
Looking at the next year’s budget, preliminary numbers have us about $2000.00 higher
than 2025 budget.

Finance Committee — October 2025

Come to the Charge Conference after church on Sunday, November 23, 2025 for final figures. It’s important to
; 2 be involved in the church business to make sure we’re working with all of the
congregation and not just a few.

Thank you, once again, on behalf of the Finance Committee for your faithful
giving!




SPRC NEWS

As you have noticed the order of worship has changed to allow Pastor Logan
to travel safely from Bridger and spend some time with their congregation
after their service. If you are interested in reading announcements and
leading the Call to Worship please let the office know. If you have some
musical talent and would like to lead an opening hymn, please let the office
know. Pastor Logan will be on vacation 11/24 - 11/30 and 12/25 - 1/1/26. Bob Fife will be
filling the pulpit on 11/30 and hanging of the greens will take place after service on

11/30. There will be a hymn sing on 12/28.

Charge Conference will be November 23 following service and lunch will be
provided.
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Reminder: October is Pastor Appreciation month. Let our pastor know
how grateful we are for him! (& since this letter is out late, you can do it
in November as well!!)

Missions
= M |.Js_‘ I \EA‘N, s For Thanksgiving this year, we are partnering with Our Saviors

’ - >=—  Lutheran Church for their ham and turkey drive for Community
Hope. See flier attached in this newsletter. If you cannot bring your

item to the drop off on November 13, you can bring it to Laurel UMC prior to November 13
and we will be sure to get your donations to the collection spot.

SOW will be having a raffle again at the Christmas to Remember event at the Middle School.
Proceeds go to the SOW for 2026. If you want to contribute something for the raffle or
volunteer at the event please check with Linda Shelton.

wWe will be providing Christmas presents to the Laurel Health and
Rehab residents without family support. A list of names and needs will
be available later in November.



S E————

Sunday School News

We've fallen back, costume contests and pumpkin painting are in our rearview
mirror, which means the Sunday school universe has officially pivoted to
preparing for our annual Christmas Program! Mark your calendars for

Sunday, December 14, when we will be presenting Broadcasting Christmas: A 1940s
Radio Broadcast during the 10:30am service. Per the usual, families, we'll do the
bulk of our rehearsing during the Sunday school hour, but please plan to have
your child/ren attend the Dress Rehearsal the Saturday before.

Families, some additional notable dates:

eSunday, November 16, 10:30am | Bible Sunday- Join us in presenting
our 3rd grader with a Bible from the church!

eSaturday, December 13, 9am-12:30pm | Dress Rehearsal- Our last big
rehearsal before the big day! We will feed the kids lunch

eSunday, December 14, 9-10:15am | Final Rehearsal- In lieu of Sunday
school, we will meet in the sanctuary for a final run-
through; please note the earlier start time.

eSunday, December 14, 10:30am | Christmas
Program: Broadcasting Christmas

¢«NO SUNDAY SCHOOL December 21 or December 28

Church family, if you're interested in supporting our efforts, we would v
gratefully accept fruit and desserts for dress rehearsal day (and extra special goodles for
fellowship time on program day).

Thank you, as always, for supporting our kiddos in all of their efforts
and adventures!

trostees

B oz The upstairs window has been repaired and is no longer in
danger of falling out! Many thanks to Kevin Deis, who spent a rainy day repairing! Next up is
north door repair, replacing the parsonage carpet with more durable flooring, and making
the east curb handicap accessible.

Due to the efforts of Terry Hart, and some nail biting and stress by our

treasurer, we were able to again opt out of Church Mutual Insurance, again



going with Brotherhood Mutual (thanks also o Seth Lodine), & again saving
money even with about a 12% increase in premiums.)

THETE are STILL QUITE a FEW ITEMS 0N our NEED/WISH LIST,
BUT WETE CHIPPING away! JUST Pray no Laret UnexpeCTeD
EXPENSES arlse 1N THE NEar FUTUrel

Many thanks to Bridger United Methodist Church for helping
defray the parsonage expenses!

——american Richard Klose is very active with the American Legion organization.

LEGION He wants to provide information and service to any veteran or
veteran’s family that might need assistance or information. ey
He is also associated through the AM Legion with their suicide prevention b \X\" -]
service. He can be contacted directly on his cell phone, 406.671.1814 J

Many people aren’t aware why the order of worship has been changed, and why we share Pastor
Logan with Bridger United Methodist Church. We as a church can only afford a 3/4 times minister,
and Bridger can afford a % time minister. Together we make him a full-time pastor! In order to
allow Pastor Logan enough time to safety travel from Bridger to Laurel, we now begin our services
with those elements that don’t require a pastor — such as the announcements, call to worship &
1t hymn, if necessary. During winter when road conditions are treacherous, Pastor Logan will not
travel to Bridger, and they will join our online service for worship. Bridger also generously
contributes to travel & parsonage expenses.



Our annual Charge Conference will take place Sunday November 23 after
service. All are welcome to join in to contribute or just watch. And as
always with Methodists, food will be provided!

Riverstone Health Clinic, the Yellowstone County Clinic, is always looking for donations of coats & books for their
less fortunate clients. At the Christmas holiday time they add a Hat, Scarf & Mitten Tree! If you'd like to donate but
don’t want to drive into south Billings, Allen & Marcia Polston go in there frequently, so you can bring donations to
the office & we’ll gladly pass them on!

In light of the loss of SNAP benefits during the governmental shutdown, we are extending
our support of the High School Food Pantry and also the 406 Finders Keepers Community
Food Drive with “meals in a bag”. Details will be posted on the narthex table as more
information becomes available.
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LUCCOCK PARK
MAKES A DIFFERENCE

9

Logan Ladd

“Luccock Park didn't just inspire me for a
summer — it reshaped the direction of my
life. I've found joy in worship, purpose in
serving, and a faith that is no longer passive

but active and growing.”

”

Anna Peterson

“At Luccock, | can safely reflect on my life,
grow closer to God, and create lifelong
Without L k, | Idn't be
where | am today. It taught me to hold
empathy and compassion for others, and
helped me build deeper connections.”

Through the grace of God,
Luccock Park changes lives.

Now, we're asking you to help us
keep our mission going strong!

OUR GOALS THE P!

$100,000 EROSION THREATENS

OUR CABINS...
1. STABILIZE THE STREAM

Shore up Pine Creek to preserve Laurel,
Livingston & Glendive cabins for
generations to come.

$25,000

2. KEEP OUR PRICES LOW WE'VE GOT PLANS

TO SHORE UP THE BANK—

Life is expensive —
we don’t want camp to be.

$75,000
3. IMPROVE CAMP AMENITIES

We'll renovate the bathhouses, replace
those old mattresses, and buy
a new oven. Camp cookies, anyone?

AND TO REMODEL
OUR BATHHOUSES!

-—

Thanks to a major gift, supporter
contributions and full commitment
from the board —

we've raised $50k already!



B messdge
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Hey church folks! As always, it’s good to be able to check in with you
through this pastor’s letter. Have | mentioned yet how much | love
Kermit the Frog? I’ve always thought he had a funny voice and good
tunes, but that love grew into an admiration in college. Why college,
you ask? Because that was my first real brush with leading in ministry.
| was a worship leader in our Wesley Foundation’s band at the
University of Alabama. My job there was organizing a group of college
students who all (including me) wanted to goof around and have fun
making music, and channel that good-natured goofiness into making
four-to-five song setlists to play at each Wednesday night service. It
was so much fun, while also having its challenges. There were
technical difficulties, jokes that didn’t land, and songs that were
goofed up. We occasionally sang outside our range or struggled to get
into rhythm together. In other words, it felt like running the Muppet
show; a place where “the show must go on” was said alongside “the
show must go wrong.” Ministry really can be like that. Goofs happen,
you don’t say things you meant to say, and you say things you wish
you’d never said. There are the Miss Piggy’s of the church world who
want it to be all about them; the Beakers and Gonzos who cause
chaos; your Fozzie Bears with the most unbelievably punny jokes.
What strikes me about Kermit and made me admire him (yes, |
promise I’m aware he’s a puppet) is that he’s always able to keep the
show going. He honors his friends and their strengths, even when
doing so means giving up the beautifully planned dance number he
had together. He calms Miss Piggy and puts her center-stage so she
can shine; he cleans up after Gonzo and Beaker when their stunts and
science experiments (literally) blow up, and he shakes his head and
chuckles at Fozzie’s un-bear-able jokes. In short, he loves them so



much, the imperfections become part of the show, rather than hidden
away or bullied out. Kermit is a model of grace under pressure, love
through imperfection, and putting the Sunday show on because the
people & the puppets need it! Kermit is interested in making kids and
adults laugh and learn. If | had to boil my ministry down to two
components, it’d be the same. Laughter, because it gets us through so
much of the world’s insanity, and learning, because God has so much
to teach us. For our benefit and for our transformation. Just as Kermit
cares for his cast, know | care so much about you. And the benefit to
being in ministry (rather than a frog puppet) is that | know God cares
about you too.
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PRINCIPLES
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Methodist Minute: Did you know that the Methodist Church
| METHODIST

actually has a book full of the stuff that we believe? It’s called the
Social Principles and it actually was started by John Wesley himself!
He strongly believed that you couldn’t call yourself holy in your
personal life without being holy in your community. Basically, following all
Ten Commandments and never serving your neighbors or strangers made
for half of a Christian! Hear it in John’s own words: “Solitary religion is not
to be found [here]. “Holy Solitaries” is no more consistent with the Gospel
than “Holy Adulterers.” The Gospel of Christ knows of no religion, but
social; no holiness but social holiness. Faith working by love, is the

length and breadth and depth and height of Christian perfection.”

(John Wesley, Hymns and Sacred Poems (1739), Preface, page viii).

So, though we are tempted, pressured even, to “keep our religion to
ourselves,” the United Methodist Church believes this is impossible!

We live, breathe, and have our being because God created and

sustains us; we love generously and serve with our time and talents
because God created, transformed, and sustains us!



